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5KA 23/1/61 
A.L.P. BROADCAST PRESENTED BY DON DUNSTAN 
MEMBER FOR NORWOOD 
Good Evening, 
I t was perhaps no sup r i s e to most experienced observers t o 
f i n d l a s t Thursday t h a t the Premier was a t i t aga in . 
I n most S t a t e s r e spons ib le publ ic o f f i c e r s and p a r t i c u l a r l y 
the Premiers, do not rrake grandiose announcements of proposed 
publ ic works un less t hose proposals have been duly i n v e s t i g a t e d , 
approved and t he c o s t of them provided. That, of course , i s the 
proper way. 
But i n South A u s t r a l i a a d i f f e r e n t course i s fo l lowed. 
Our Premier g a i l y announces the vaguest of plans as i f they were 
a l ready accomplished, and takes t o himself da i l y c r e d i t f o r 
publ ic works which the passage of t ime proves to be mere fevered 
imaginings. 
I have o f t e n t o l d of the way one of these major works, 
the S.E. deep sea p o r t , was repea ted ly announced with g r e a t f a n f a r e 
and f o l d e r o l , by S i r Thomas, as r epea ted ly i n a d i f f e r e n t p lace . 
Well, of course t he publ ic got a l i t t l e weary of t h a t show, 
so ano the r had to be found. Various plans were announced f o r 
damming the Murray; the Adver t i se r published a plan showing 
Lake Bonney as a g r e a t a rea f o r water conserva t ion . Then the 
Premier auddenly announced the g r e a t p lan f o r an enormous dam 
upstream from S.A. 
We heard a l o t about t h i s . Every so o f t e n some new 
c o n s u l t a t i o n was t o be held on the m a t t e r . Apparently i t was 
going t o be the major developmental work about which S i r Thomas 
would bu i ld h i s e l e c t i o n campaign, a s he b u i l t the l a s t on t he 
promise of o i l development a t Innamincka. 
The cos t of t he p r o j e c t £13,000,000 was much pub l i c i sed and 
t h e publ ic asked t o admire the achievements of our dashing 
chief execut ive . 
But something in t e rvened . The Leader of t he Opposi t ion, 
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Mr. O'Halloran died suddenly and t h e Premier needed t o f i n d a 
new publ ic work c l o s e r t o Peterborough t o t i c k l e t h e f a n c i e s of 
the e l e c t o r s a t t he b y - e l e c t i o n . 
Do you remember the g r e a t announcement t h a t hundreds of men 
would s h o r t l y be engaged t o work f o r severa l years on the 
s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n of t he r a i l gauge from Broken H i l l t o Por t P i r i e . 
S i r Thomas sa id conf i rmat ion of the proposal was only a mat te r 
of weeks. Federal Cabinet would do t h i s very s h o r t l y . I n banner 
head l ines we were t o l d of the g r e a t a s s i s t a n c e t o S t a t e develop-
ment and e spec i a l l y t o t h e area of Frome t h i s would be . 
The by -e l ec t i on came and went. The Premie r ' s candidate was 
d e f e a t e d . The Government's i n t e r e s t i n the s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n project 
waned a f t e r an a b o r t i v e t r i p t o Canberra by S i r Thomas 
and the noxt we heard was t h a t t h a t doughty f ig t te r f o r our r i g h t s 
was proposing to t r a d e our r i g h t s i n the r a i l s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n 
agreement f o r Commonwealth support f o r t he Murray dam p r o j e c t . 
That d o e s n ' t seem t o have worked e i t h e r . So now we have a sudden 
announcement from t h e Premier t h a t Mr. Menzies does not seem 
very e n t h u s i a s t i c about the p r o j e c t , so i t d o e s n ' t look as i f i t 
can be accomplished. 
However, t h e r e a r e s t i l l pub l ic appearances t o cons ider . 
I t would be a p i t y t o l e t a l l the bal lyhoo about the p r o j e c t go 
e n t i r e l y to waste, and i t would be f o o l i s h t o expect so accomplish-
ed a p o l i t i c a l con ju ror to f a i l i n some f e a t of legerdeman a t t h i s 
t ime. 
I s t he Premier daunted by t h i s setback? Not a b i t of i t -
two new a l t e r n a t i v e Murray dam s i t e s w i th in S.A. a r e immediately 
produced l i k e r a b b i t s from a ha t - and looking every b i t as 
s u r p r i s e d . 
One of these 3 i t e s involves f l ood ing t he i r r i g a t i o n 
se t t l emen t a t Cadel l . Not verylong-range thought can have 
been given to t h i s p roposa l . I t i s only a d i o r t t ime s ince a new 
pr i son farm erec ted a t cons iderable cos t to the S t a t e was opened 
a t Cade l l . The gay announcement t h a t Cadell might be f looded 
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and t h a t i t would appear t h a t a l t e r a t i o n s would have t o be made 
to the b r idge a t Blanchetown, d e s p i t e the in terminable de lays 
i n the p repa ra t ion of t h a t p r o j e c t which i t has a l ready s u f f e r e d , 
must cause cons te rna t ion t o a l l the people who w i l l be d i r e c t l y 
a f f e c t e d . But r e a l l y , you know, I d o n ' t th ink they need worry 
very much yet a whi le . This hasty and i l l prepared announcement 
made on such an obviously f l imsy b a s i s , seems to be of a p a t t e r n 
with so many other announcements of p r o j e c t s which a r e never 
ca r r i ed out i n t h i s S t a t e t h a t they should be ab le t o conclude 
f a i r l y r e l i a b l y t h a t t h i s i s j u s t another of those pipe dreams 
with which t h e Premier seeks to c r e a t e the impression t h a t he i s 
g e t t i n g g r e a t th ings done, while § .A.*s r a t e of i n d u s t r i a l 
development remains the worst i n A u s t r a l i a , as i t has done f o r 
t he l a s t 10 yea r s . 
Goodnight. 
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